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OPLIAM 

Letter of Support of the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19  

OPLIAM Music stands with the Indigenous Peoples March on 1.18.19 and the collective of 
activists, organizers, tribal leaders, social entrepreneurs, artists, educators, innovators and change 
makers who are working to build the collective power of indigenous peoples, and communities 
and Nations.  We are honored to be a part the Indigenous Peoples March, which will be the first 
international march of its kind to unite Indigenous Peoples. 

My name is Liam McDonald performing under the stage name OPLIAM 
(OPLIAMMUSIC.COM). My father’s family comes from Kahnawake Mohawk reserve outside 
of Montreal Canada, they eventually crossed the border and settled in upstate New York near the 
Adirondack mountains. Growing up my father always made sure to remind us of where we came 
from. I grew up in Minneapolis, MN the birthplace of the American Indian Movement. I was 
lucky enough to attend school’s that opened me up to the writings of Sherman Alexie and Mary 
Crow Dog, which inspired a love of native literature that is still with me today. My father is a 
visual artist, so I would say I grew up in a creative environment.

My first really serious musical performance was at Winona La Duke’s B-day party, opening for 
Nahko & Medicine for the people. That completely opened me up to the possibility of playing 
music professionally. I then went on to play the first year of Honor the Earth’s “Love Water Not 
oil tour”. I spent some time out at Standing Rock and Native Activism has become a vital part of 
my life and music. In recent years I’ve had performances, in Australia, Hawaii and all across 
Mainland America. I am a self taught Guitarist, Keyboardist and percussionist, I’ve self produced 
my 3 albums and play a wide varity of musical styles. My music is fusion music, of Reggae, Hip 
Hop, Rock and world influences.

I’ve since gone on to pursue a Bachelor’s in Music Business, I will be graduating in the spring, 
and hope to use my education to start Native –Run music business’ with the intention of bridging 
the gaps into the music industry for Native Musicians.

In Conclusion, I think music is one of the greatest tools in uniting all relatives. As indigenous 
people we have used music to tell stories for time immemorial, and continue to, to this day. So, I 
think I can be of greatest service in offering my music to perform at the benefit concert. In, 
addition, I would do everything in my power to promote this event (I have already invited over 
3k Facebook friends to the indigenous peoples movement Facebook page).

With Support,

OPLIAM




